always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done but always to the
same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the same
God who is working in all of them’ (I Cor. 12: 4-6).

Sacred Heart, Clones
St Alphonsus, Connons
St Macartan’s, Aghadrumsee

Another question that is urgent too is how to reach out to those who have lapsed;
how can we show them that the church welcomes all of God’s children; how it is a
place of light and how its message is central to their daily lives? How to connect
and communicate? These questions are just some of the areas that the next phase
will deal with.
But that is not all. Our experiences as a Church and wider community over the past
few weeks have left us with questions that will require attention. Many have experienced great loss and pain and many people are struggling to cope and even to hope.
And yet, through it all we have seen heroic witness to Gospel values of love and
mercy by people and whole communities. Throughout this period, parishioners and
priests have continued to celebrate Eucharist in such different ways, especially
through spiritual communion and online means. How is the strangeness and bleakness of these days; how is our becoming a ‘Digital Parish’ challenging us and engaging us to be people and places alive with the presence of Jesus Christ now and
into the future? How will we accompany the many people who seek God in the uncertainty of everyday life?
The next phase of Clogher Diocese in Dialogue will consider in more detail many of
the views expressed in Phase 1 together with what we are continuing to learn during
this time of Covid-19. These will be looked at in terms of practical proposals that
will help us continue to be living parishes that do some things differently. While it
will possibly take a little longer than we had planned, our conversations will inform
our decision-making when the time is right. In some respects, and in some places,
that time may be sooner than in others, but we place our trust in God.
I want to thank all those who took the time and effort to attend and contribute so far.
I look forward to your continued involvement. I also thank the team of facilitators
who generously gave of themselves to enable this to take place and these same
people are committed to seeing this process through. I am very grateful to you all.
In the meantime, I ask you to pray for the success of our discernment; that we may
continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit as we walk together on the way towards
Christ, on new pathways. Please pray for all our parishes, for our priests and deacon, for me as your bishop and for all those helping us with this process; that all of
us throughout the Diocese of Clogher may be renewed and strengthened for the
days ahead.
May Mary, Mother of the Church, and St Macartan intercede for us.
“Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth” (Ps. 104)
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Larry Duffy

Parish Office by phone or email only
10.00am—5.00pm (Monday—Friday)
Telephone: 047 51048
Email: clonesparish@eircom.net
Website: www.clonesparish.com

31st May
2020
Ninth Week
in
Ordinary Time

All Masses in Sacred Heart Church are broadcast on the Parish website

Masses and Intentions for the Week
Sat 30th Vigil 7.30pm

Mon 1st
Tue 2nd

10.00am

Wed 3rd

10.00am

Thurs 4th
Fri 5th

10.00am
10.00am

Sat 6th Vigil

7.30pm

Solemnity of Pentecost
Brendan, Carmel & Packie Lynch, Kibb;
Margaret & John Collins, Kilridd;
Johnny, Peggy & Betty Maguire &
Angela Dempsey, Drumma;
John & Catherine Boyle, Creevaghy &
Olive & James Dunwoody, Reigate
—————————————
No Mass
Anne Casey, Eglish;
Pauline Malady, Belfast
Gerry & Bernie McGinn &
Quigley & King Families, Clontreat
Patrick J. Smyth, Analore Road
—————————————
The Most Holy Trinity
Charlie McCabe, Clonkeencole;
Bill McLoughlin, Teehill;
Bridie Reilly, Tiernahinch;
Dympna Lynch, Enniskillen

Pope’s Intention for June
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing
themselves to be touched by the Heart of Jesus.

Clones Parish Office is closed but you can communicate via email or
phone from 10.00am until 5.00pm each weekday.
Anointing of the Sick: Ther e will be no house calls (including Fir st
Friday calls) at this time. Priests will phone and pray with the sick or housebound.
Baptisms: Baptisms and Mar r iages - Please contact the Parish Office for
up to date information.
Confessions: Individual Confessions ar e not now possible. People ar e
reminded of the longstanding pastoral practice, when penitent’s access to the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is restricted, that they can be assured that their
sins are forgiven if they make an act of contrition with a firm resolve to
approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation after the stay at home orders are
lifted. Pope Francis has spoken on this in recent days and it is in line with
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Deaths: We pr ay for

Padraig McGuinness, Lisnaskea
Maura Gormley, Raheny
Lil McEneaney, Shercock
Paddy Reihill, Maguiresbridge

An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen

Parish Mobile (in case of emergency): 085 817 6203.

Trócaire
This year’s Trócaire Lenten Collection amounted to €3590 (2019 amount was
€10,150) and £574 (2019 amount was £2435).
Thank you for your generosity in these difficult times.
If you didn’t have an opportunity to contribute,
you can still do so by putting your donation in a separate envelope marked
‘Trócaire’ and placing it in the secure box in Sacred Heart Church, Clones.
Pastoral Letter for Pentecost 2020 from Bishop Larry
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
Peace be with you! (John 20:19)
Those words of Jesus have a special meaning for us today as we mark the end of the
Season of Easter and also the moment when the Holy Spirit descended on the
Church, bestowing on it a mission and the power to forgive sins; to preach the love
and mercy of Christ to the ends of the earth. To carry out that mission we constantly
need the help of the Holy Spirit through prayer and dialogue.
The Clogher Diocese in Dialogue process began in late 2019 when fourteen people
(laity and clergy) answered my call to come together to lead a series of meetings
about the future of the Church here in our Diocese of Clogher. With the help of the
facilitation skills of Jim Deeds, Belfast, the group engaged in a series of workshops
to establish the key topics and the approach to be adopted. Finally, we all decided on
the topic of our ‘living parishes’ and what that should look like in the future. During
the first two weeks of March, over 800 people from across every parish in the diocese gathered at different venues to reflect on the positive things that are happening
in our living parishes, as well as the challenges that lie before us.
Each meeting had a life and style of its own but, generally, the same message came
through. People love their church, their parish and they wish to make a contribution
to its life by celebrating and handing on the faith. Some parish teams were so keen to
continue the work that they invited the facilitators to come to their parish for further
meetings. Prayerfully and purposefully, we all considered the present and the future.
Having been briefed on the current shortage of clergy, we considered how things
could be done differently in the times ahead through renewed ministry. Many ideas
were shared, many cases put forward and these deserve to be considered further in
the next phase of our dialogue process.
The current restrictions imposed on us by the Covid-19 pandemic will undoubtedly
slow down the process a little for now, but I want to assure you that the group is
continuing to work on the findings and to prepare for the next phase. In particular,
the themes that have emerged include the formation and training of lay people to
take up roles in the parish that until now have been undertaken by priests. There are
many people who have such great talents to contribute to the life of our parishes in a
meaningful way. As today’s Second Reading puts it: ‘there is a variety of gifts, but

